ofsilence: Death and denial
Denise Sedman's poignant essay about her mother's illness, medical care, and subsequent dying and death is a powerful and important document for hospice personnel but not, I suggest, because of its being an accurate depictionof what Carol Sheehan labels as 'iatrogenic denial syndrome.' Rather, it is a revealing look at how families, with the best of intentions, and with the innocent complicity of human, erring medical personnel, deny necessary medical and palliative care to their loved ones. Andperhaps, more importantly, the responses of Sheehan and Jack Richman reveal the ways in which professionals in our field too readily assume that what patients and families tell us about "how things are" is, in fact, how they are.
First of all, Joy Ufema's insightful examination of Ms. Sedman's presentation correctly presents more than merely a paradigm for high risk grieving. The anger, frustration, and bewilderment which assail Ms. Sedman, her father, and siblings both during and after her mother's terrible suffering and death will undoubtedly leave lasting scars on this family. As a family therapist I would be particularly concerned with the ways in which the siblings will manage their grief and their relationships with each other. It would appear that Mother's ifiness raised subtle conflicts among them regarding their roles vis-a-vis their parents and each other. But moreover, Ms. Sedman provides us with ample evidenceif we choose to look for itfor understanding why her mother's illness was so inappropriately handledby the family and the doctors they consulted.
But are she, her parents or her siblings "responsible" for the agony
